WOMEN AND NEWBORN HEALTH SERVICE

. . Neonatology Clinical Care Unit (NCCU)
o 1 1 4 King Edward Memorial Hospital & Princess Margaret Hospital

NEONATAL MEDICATION PROTOCOLS

ERYTHROMYCIN (PROKINETIC AGENT) NCCU Clinical Guidelines

Created by: NCCU KEMH/PMH

Date for review: Aug 2016 Perth, Western Australia
DRUG: ERYTHROMYCIN (PROKINETIC AGENT)
PRESENTATION: Oral suspension : 400mg/5mL

Vial: 19

ACTION & May be used as a prokinetic agent to treat neonatal gut dysmotility
INDICATION : and improve feed tolerance. Use only if feed intolerance is present

even four weeks after birth and the infant is at least 30 to 32 weeks of
corrected gestational age. Do not use it before 30 weeks corrected
gestational age.

DOSE : Oral: 10 to 12.5 mg/kg/dose 6 hourly for two weeks.
Do not use for more than two weeks.
PREPARATION: Add 77mL of Water for Irrigation to the powder in the bottle.

For small oral doses the oral suspension may be further diluted - eg
Take 0.5mL and dilute to 4mL

=10mg/mL
ADMINISTRATION: May be given at any time with regard to feeds.
ADVERSE Gastric irritation
EFFECTS: May increase serum levels of digoxin, theophylline, carbamazepine

May increase the risk of infantile hypertrophic pyloric stenosis if used
for more than two to three weeks.

COMMENTS: Store reconstituted oral suspension in refrigerator. Discard after 10
days.
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