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Class Opioid analgesic 

Presentation Tablet: 10mg 

Vial: 10mg/mL 

Oral Liquid: 5mg/mL (10mL containers) 

Oral Syrup: 5mg/mL (Aspen®) 

Storage Store at room temperature, below 25°C. Protect from light 

 Schedule 8 Medication 

Dose Refer to relevant KEMH Clinical Guidelines for appropriate dose 
regimes (links below) 

Administration Oral 

Can be given with or without food 

 

IV injection 

Suitable 

 

IM injection 

Inject into a large muscle 

 

Subcut injection 

Suitable in palliative care patients as an intermittent injection or as a 
continuous subcutaneous injection.  May cause pain and irritation at 
injection or infusion site. 

 

Refer to the Australian Injectable Drugs Handbook 
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METHADONE 

This document should be read in conjunction with this DISCLAIMER 
Formulary: Restricted 

HIGH RISK Medication 

https://aidh-hcn-com-au.kelibresources.health.wa.gov.au/
https://www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/For-health-professionals/Clinical-guidelines/Disclaimer
https://formulary.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/Home
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PMM.HighRiskMedicinesList.pdf
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Pregnancy 1st Trimester: Considered safe to use 

2nd Trimester: Considered safe to use 

3rd Trimester: Considered safe to use 

Breastfeeding Considered safe to use 

Monitoring Sedation score, respiratory rate 

Clinical Guidelines 
and Policies 

HDWA Policies: 

OD 0598/15: Management of Community Program for Opioid 

Pharmacotherapy (CPOP) Patients in the Hospital Setting 

OD 0141/08: Code of practice for the handling of Schedule 8 

medicines (drugs of addiction) in hospitals and nursing posts 

Recording of Schedule 8 and Schedule 9 transactions in an approved 

register 

Storage of Schedule 8 medicines 

WNHS Policies: 

Medicines Management – Policies, Accountability and Discrepancy 

Reporting 

KEMH Clinical Guidelines: 

Palliative Care 

WANDAS Clinical Practice Guideline 

KEMH Pharmaceutical & Medicines Management Guidelines: 

Medication Administration 

Community Programme for Opioid Pharmacotherapy (CPOP) 

Restricted Schedule 4 (S4R) and Schedule 8 (S8) Medications 
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https://rph-healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/directory/clinicalservices/EmergencyDepartment/Documents/CPOP%20Operational%20Directive.pdf
https://rph-healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/directory/clinicalservices/EmergencyDepartment/Documents/CPOP%20Operational%20Directive.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/About-us/Policy-frameworks/Public-Health/Mandatory-requirements/Medicines-and-Poisons-Management/Code-of-practice-for-the-handling-of-Schedule-8-medicines-drugs
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/About-us/Policy-frameworks/Public-Health/Mandatory-requirements/Medicines-and-Poisons-Management/Code-of-practice-for-the-handling-of-Schedule-8-medicines-drugs
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Recording-S8-and-S9-transactions
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Recording-S8-and-S9-transactions
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/S_T/Storage-of-Schedule-8-medicines
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PM.MedicinesManagement-PoliciesAccountabilityAndDiscrepancyReporting.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PM.MedicinesManagement-PoliciesAccountabilityAndDiscrepancyReporting.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.OG.PalliativeCare.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.OG.PalliativeCare.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.OG.WANDAS.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PMM.MedicationAdministration.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PMM.CPOP.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PMM.S4RS8.pdf
https://thewomenspbmg.org.au/
http://aidh.hcn.com.au/
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Printed or personally saved electronic copies of this document are considered uncontrolled. 

Access the current version from the WNHS website. 

For any enquiries relating to this guideline, please email KEMH.PharmacyAdmin@health.wa.gov.au  
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